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January 30, 2017
Your unfailing love, O Lord, is as vast as the heavens; your faithfulness reaches beyond the clouds.
Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, your justice like the ocean depths.
You care for people and animals alike, O Lord. How precious is your unfailing love, O God!
All humanity finds shelter in the shadow of your wings.
(Psalm 36:5-7, NLT)

Here’s a summary of how God demonstrated his unfailing love and faithfulness to us in 2016:
Ministry Support
It takes many faithful volunteers working behind the scenes to keep this ministry running smoothly.
Administrative, bookkeeping, and fundraising work, property maintenance and development, and
beautification of the grounds are things we never want to take for granted. In 2016, thanks to the
generosity of donors and work groups, we were able to add a small, decorative “chapel” structure
and a five-stall shower house to our amenities. These are welcome additions and useful to our
ministry programs and those who rent the property.
Horsemanship Ministry
The Horsemanship Programs at Strong Tower had an outstanding year, reaching more at-risk
children in our community by going to free programming for the Remnants and GATES Programs.
We took a step of faith by starting our horse sponsorship programs, hoping the people in our
community would recognize the benefits that horses have with children and adults when it pertains
to emotional health. Our fall semester reached over 30 children in a one on one environment
working with a mentor and a horse. We are so blessed to have a herd of 14 healthy horses which
have been rehabilitated and given a second chance to help a child in need. Our goal is to always point
children to the hope found in Jesus through the interaction and teachable moments with the horses.
Day Camp Ministry
God is so faithful! He provided just the right people at the right time to hold out His word of truth and
to love on His children. Leaders were challenged to gain knowledge to better care for children and to
trust God for His provision and direction, organizations and individuals partnered with us financially
to reach children, adults and children played outside in the fresh air - singing, swimming, boating,
fishing, enjoying the wonders of God’s creation. What the Lord did through those who were available
to Him was amazing!

Thank You!
Thank you for all the ways you blessed the ministry of Strong Tower Ranch in 2016. Your faithful
prayer support and generosity in giving resulted in many lives being changed and souls brought into
the kingdom of God. What greater reward could there be?
For more information about the ministries of Strong Tower Ranch, or to find out how you can get
involved in this ministry, visit www.StrongTowerRanch.org, and don’t forget to “like” us on
Facebook!

The Strong Tower Ranch Leadership Team
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PURPOSE STATEMENT
Strong Tower Ranch features horsemanship and day camps with the goal of providing quality, Christcentered programs that are entertaining, character building, and rehabilitating. “Strong Tower” reminds
us that we have a mighty fortress in Christ. We want children, teens and adults who come here to find
love and refuge from a harsh world. Our priority is to help those who are at risk or less fortunate.
Located on 107 acres in Foristell, Missouri, we are non-denominational, non-profit and dependent on
prayers, financial support and volunteer help. Our staff is prepared to host programs and events for
area families, churches and civic groups.

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE
With much thought and prayer, the Board of Directors
has defined an organizational structure that provides a
balance of responsibility and accountability among the
Board of Directors, Committee Leads and Committee
Members.
Committee Leads meet regularly and keep the Board of
Directors informed and involved as needed. This
Leadership Team approach facilitates the leadership’s
desire to maintain a spirit of cooperation and unity
among the Board and Committee Leads. This approach
also enhances ministry operations, since decisions,
philosophy and ministry vision are discussed on a
regular basis.
The Committee Leads have developed a process to help
guide them with decisions regarding property
development details and priorities. Program CL's share
their vision and property improvement ideas with the
Property CL and decide together the priorities for the
year in keeping with the ministry goals for the future.
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OUR STAFF
Our ministry programs could not continue without the tireless commitment of our dedicated staff. All
staff members who work with children have completed an application and screening process and are
trained in how to lead a child to Christ, as well as various other aspects of ministry. They are also
trained in child protection policies. Discipleship and mentoring of young leaders is a priority and a key
aspect of almost every area of ministry at Strong Tower Ranch.

Strong Tower Ranch
2016 Staff
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OUR KIDS
Our summer Day Camps and year-round Horsemanship programs offer children an experience that is
not only fun and enriching, but also life changing. The lessons that are learned, both through formal
instruction and interaction with the staff, are designed to teach biblical truths and encourage a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. We want children to return to their homes encouraged, equipped and
hopeful as they make choices that will honor God and bring blessings into their lives. We offer ongoing
ministry to young people who face unique challenges and have exhibited a genuine desire to grow in
their faith. This has been made possible through the development of youth mentoring programs and
leadership training at Strong Tower Ranch.

Strong Tower Ranch
2016 Program Attendance
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2016 FINANCIAL REPORT

OPERATING EXPENSES
The leadership of Strong Tower Ranch is confident that God has a special plan for this ministry. It is
our desire and intention to walk within His plan, and we pray regularly for direction and wisdom to
do so. We consider it a privilege to be used by God in this ministry, and we trust that as we remain
faithful to STR’s purpose of providing Christ-centered programs for children, God will supply our
needs according to His will.

2016 Operating Expenses
$108,164
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INCOME SOURCES
The ministry programs of Strong Tower Ranch continue because of the generosity of individuals,
churches and organizations. We believe that there is no investment that could yield a greater
dividend than a life that has been redeemed and changed through the love of Christ. We pray that
God will reward those who faithfully support STR in obedience to Him.

2016 Income Sources

CONTRIBUTIONS WERE MADE FOR
SPONSORSHIPS
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
MISSIONARY SUPPORT
NON-DESIGNATED SUPPORT
CONTRIBUTIONS BREAKDOWN
INDIVIDUALS-$29,793 (47%)
LOCAL CHURCHES-$5,923 (9%)
ORGANIZATIONS-$21,979 (35%)
GRANTS-$5,400 (9%)

Total Income - $130,682
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THANK YOU!
THANK
YOU!
We are grateful to the following groups who
partnered with us in 2016 through monetary
support, helping with work projects and
fundraisers, and staffing Day Camps:
Amazon Smile
Cabela’s, Hazelwood
FSCB Community KickStart
Gateway Arch Area Chapter of
The Safari Club
Girls Scouts of Eastern Missouri
Mary Martha Thrift Shop, Wentzville
Old Newsboys
(Suburban Journal)
Prison Fellowship
Richie Stone The Tree Guy
Son Valley Youth Ranch, Canton, MO
Town and County Garage, Wright City
Volunteer Mobile Missionaries
Wal-Mart Stores
Wentzville Community Club
Chapel of the Lake, Lake St Louis
Dardenne Presbyterian Church
First Baptist Church, Lake St. Louis
Immanuel Family Fellowship, Warrenton
Joy Bible Church, Wentzville
LifeSpring Community Church, St. Peters
The Way Church, Wentzville
Valley View Community Church, Columbia, MO
Wright City Church of the Nazarene
Individuals representing 48 area churches
helped in various ways in 2016!

Special thanks to the following
organizations who provided grants and
gifts of $1,500 or more in 2016:
Boeing (Employee Matching)
CTA, Inc., Fenton
Cuivre River Electric Community Trust
(Operation Round Up)
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Gifts of Love (Cosmos Inc., Wentzville)
KMOV/Cardinals Care
(4Degee Guarantee)
Lynn A. Neill Charitable Fund

Page 8

NEWS WORTH SHARING

1st Annual Birthday Bash

Our first Birthday Bash for the Herd was a
successful community outreach event. Guests
received a warm, friendly welcome on a cold
January day. New friends were introduced to our
“horse” family and given the opportunity to
sponsor a horse, bring a gift for the herd, or just
enjoy the fun, family-friendly activities and
refreshments. We plan to make this an annual
event!

Suburban Journal/Old
Newsboys

Board Member and Horsemanship Director Lori Brooks
attended the Old Newsboys
award ceremony in April to
accept a $1,000 donation on
behalf of Strong Tower Ranch.
The donation provided pedal
boats, a kayak, paddles, and life
jackets.

STR Children’s Books

Not Just a Pony and Solly’s not-so-great Adventure
have been enjoyed by countless children and
adults since their publication in 2010 and 2013
respectively. Written and illustrated by two STR
volunteers, these heart-warming children’s
stories, inspired by Scripture and real horses at
STR, teach important life lessons. Nearly 900
copies have been distributed to date. Purchase at
stranch.org/shop. Proceeds benefit ministry
programs at STR.

KMOV 4Degree Guarantee

Strong Tower Ranch was KMOV’s
chosen charity for the month of
July. Cardinals Care matched the
donation, for a total of $2,000,
which provided sponsorships for
horsemanship programs and
helped care for the herd. The
ministry of Strong Tower Ranch
was broadcast to households
throughout the St. Louis area for
an entire month!

FSCB KickStart Program

First State Community Bank
announced the winners of its
KickStart program on Thursday,
Nov. 17. Strong Tower Ranch
received an award for their 4th
place finish. FSCB began this
initiative to bring awareness and
financial assistance to local
nonprofit organizations.
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Visit us at www.StrongTowerRanch.org
to learn more about :
Ministry Programs at STR
2017 Day Camp and Horsemanship Dates
Church Partnership
STR Missionaries
Mission Trips to STR
Sponsoring a Child
Sponsoring a Horse
Purchasing Our Children’s Books
Other Ways to Help
Joining Our Mailing List
Using the Property for Your Next Outing

Like Us on Facebook
Donate through Amazon Smile
CONTACT US
General Information
Day Camp
Horsemanship
Property Reservations

info@stranch.org
daycamp@stranch.org
horsemanship@stranch.org
reservations@stranch.org

Strong Tower Ranch
600 Sunshine Lane
Wright City, Missouri 63390
636-333-0212
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