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It’s impossible to sum up a year of ministry at Strong Tower Ranch with a few words in a report. You almost “had
to be there”. For those of you who weren’t there, we’ll give it our best shot...
If you visited Strong Tower Ranch in the spring or fall, you might have noticed a flurry of activity at the barn,
where our Horsemanship Clinics, Remnants and GATES programs were in full swing. With summer came our
Horsemanship Camps - a treat for many young equine enthusiasts. Valuable lessons were learned and special
relationships forged between young people, instructors and horses. Donations and grants helped us enhance
these programs with the addition of two new horses, a family viewing area, a new playground and office
expansion. Dedicated staff members worked tirelessly, caring for our beautiful horses and training them to ensure
a safe, enriching experience for students. Others served through teaching and mentoring. All were “prepared to
give a reason for the hope that is within them, with gentleness and respect.” (from 1 Peter 3:15)
During the summer months, the hub of activity was at Day Camp headquarters near Strong Tower Lake, with
excitement - and campers - spilling across our 107 acres. Record numbers of children called Strong Tower Ranch
their “home away from home” five days a week for four weeks. An expanded kitchen and storage area and new
swimming dock enhanced the Day Camp experience for workers and campers alike. Kids were surrounded with
the love of Christ in an atmosphere of safety, love and learning. Swimming, fishing, kayak racing, hiking,
horseback riding, zip line and archery were enjoyed throughout the summer. Bible and creation lessons, outdoor
skills, cooking, crafts, singing and worship made the Day Camp experience complete. Teen and adult workers who
came to bless others found that they received the greater blessing as they shared Christ’s love with His precious
children and witnessed the life-changing power of the Gospel.
About four miles northwest of the ranch, Strong Tower Resale served the community by offering clothing,
household items, toys and furniture at affordable prices, with proceeds helping to support ranch programs. In
addition, individuals received special assistance as needs became known. Highlights included giving an inner city
first grade teacher merchandise to equip and decorate her classroom, helping a single mother of two at
Christmastime and another single mother of four with clothing items after she and her children lost everything in
a house fire. Obedient to God’s word, Strong Tower Resale embraced this ideal from James 1:27: “Religion that
God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep
oneself from being polluted by the world.”
We hope the description above gave you a glimpse that left you wanting to know more about the ministries and
mission of Strong Tower Ranch. Be sure to visit www.StrongTowerRanch.org, and don’t forget to “like us” on
Facebook! Or come on out to 600 Sunshine Lane, where you can see for yourself what God is doing at Strong
Tower Ranch. Be sure to call first, so we can lay out the welcome mat! In the meantime, feel free to peruse the
remaining pages of this report.

The Strong Tower Ranch Leadership Team
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Strong Tower Ranch features horsemanship and day camps with the goal of providing quality, Christcentered programs that are entertaining, character building, and rehabilitating. “Strong Tower” reminds
us that we have a mighty fortress in Christ. We want children, teens and adults who come here to find
love and refuge from a harsh world. Our priority is to help those who are at risk or less fortunate.
Located on 107 acres in Foristell, Missouri, we are non-denominational, non-profit and dependent on
prayers, financial support and volunteer help. Our staff is prepared to host programs and events for
area families, churches and civic groups.

With much thought and prayer, the Board of Directors has defined an organizational structure that
provides a balance of responsibility and accountability among the Board of Directors, Committee Leads
and Committee Members. The Leadership Structure chart is a visual representation of this structure.
Committee Leads regularly attend and participate in Board meetings. This Leadership Team approach
facilitates the leadership’s desire to maintain a spirit of cooperation and unity among the Board and
Committee Leads. This approach also enhances ministry operations, since decisions, philosophy and
ministry vision are discussed on a regular basis.
The Committee Leads have developed a process to help guide them with decisions regarding property
development details and priorities. The Ministry Model chart depicts this process, illustrating how our
different programs minister to people and help them grow on different levels.
Go to StrongTowerRanch.org/Who We Are/About Us to view the Leadership Structure chart and the
Ministry Model chart.
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Our ministry programs could not continue without the tireless commitment of our dedicated staff. All
staff members who work with children have completed an application and screening process and are
trained in how to lead a child to Christ, as well as various other aspects of ministry. They are also
trained in child protection policies. Discipleship and mentoring of young leaders is a priority and a key
aspect of almost every area of ministry at Strong Tower Ranch.
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Our summer Day Camps and year-round Horsemanship programs offer children an experience that is
not only fun and enriching, but also life changing. The lessons that are learned, both through formal
instruction and interaction with the staff, are designed to teach biblical truths and encourage a
personal relationship with Jesus Christ. We want children to return to their homes encouraged,
equipped and hopeful as they make choices that will honor God and bring blessings into their lives. We
offer ongoing ministry to young people who face unique challenges and have exhibited a genuine
desire to grow in their faith. This has been made possible through the development of youth mentoring programs and leadership training at Strong Tower Ranch.
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The leadership of Strong Tower Ranch is confident that God has a special plan for this ministry. It is
our desire and intention to walk within His plan, and we pray regularly for direction and wisdom to
do so. We consider it a privilege to be used by God in this ministry, and we trust that as we remain
faithful to STR’s purpose of providing Christ-centered programs for children, God will supply our
needs according to His will.

2014 Operating Expenses
$127,065
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The ministry programs of Strong Tower Ranch continue because of the generosity of individuals,
churches and organizations. We believe that there is no investment that could yield a greater
dividend than a life that has been redeemed and changed through the love of Christ. We pray that
God will reward those who faithfully support STR in obedience to Him.

2014 Income Sources

CONTRIBUTIONS WERE MADE FOR
SPONSORSHIPS
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
MISSIONARY SUPPORT
NON-DESIGNATED SUPPORT
CONTRIBUTIONS BREAKDOWN
INDIVIDUALS-$39,540 (60%)
LOCAL CHURCHES-$10,985 (17%)
ORGANIZATIONS-$7,247 (11%)
GRANTS-$8,300 (12%)

Total Income - $134,011
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We are grateful to the following groups who
partnered with us in 2014 through monetary
support, helping with work projects and
fundraisers, and staffing Day Camps:
Calvary Church, Mid Rivers
Chapel of the Lake, Lake St Louis
Gift of Love
Grace Community Chapel, St Peters
Harvester Christian Church, St. Charles
Immanuel Family Fellowship, Warrenton
Joy Bible Church, Wentzville
Kaiser Construction, LLC
LifeSpring Community Church, St. Peters
Living Waters Church, St. Peters
Marysville Berean Church, Marysville, KS
Morning Star Church, Dardenne Prairie
Prison Fellowship
Roving Volunteers in Christ’s Service (RVICS)
St Johns Lutheran of Ellisville
Son Valley Youth Ranch, Canton, MO
The Way Church, Wentzville
Westplex Community Church, Foristell
Willott Road Community Church, St. Peters
Wright City Church of the Nazarene
Individuals representing 30 area churches
helped in various ways in 2014!

Special thanks to the following
organizations who provided generous
grants and gifts in 2014:
Cabela’s, Hazelwood
Cardinals Care
CTA, Inc., Fenton
Cuivre River Electric Community Trust
(Operation Round Up)
Gateway Arch Area Chapter of
The Safari Club
Old Newsboys
(Suburban Journal)
Wentzville Community Club

2014 Annual Report - Page 8

2014 Annual Report - Page 9

Visit us at www.StrongTowerRanch.org
to learn more about :
Ministry Programs at STR
2015 Day Camp and Horsemanship Dates
Church Partnership
STR Missionaries
Mission Trips to STR
Sponsoring a Child
Sewing and Quilting Club
Purchasing Our Children’s Books
Other Ways to Help
Joining Our Mailing List
Using the Property for Your Next Outing

Like Us on Facebook
CONTACT US
General Information
Day Camp

Horsemanship
Property Reservations

info@stranch.org
daycamp@stranch.org

horsemanship@stranch.org
reservations@stranch.org

Strong Tower Ranch
600 Sunshine Lane
Wright City, Missouri 63390
636-333-0212
2014 Annual Report - Page 10

